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Featuring

Still Alive
by Gary Bonn

Miss Starlight
and the Nega Wave
by Alexander Marshall

At The Back Of The North
Wind
by George MacDonald

A Window Into Middle-earth
by Grant P. Hudson

COMPLETELY FREE TO
DOWNLOAD!
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Welcome!

Welcome to the Clarendon House Newsletter for week
ending 8th May 2026!

This week saw the release of the fifth issue of the High
Fantasy and Science Fiction Magazine - completely free to
download!

Stay tuned for the approaching Inner Circle Writers’
Magazine. It features the winners of the first round of
the Great Clarendon House Writing Challenge -
subscribe now so that you can follow the competition
and see who gets a chance to win a book contract!
There are lots of exciting things to come from Clarendon
House!

Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

Below is a popular blog item.



https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/magazine
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/magazine
mailto:grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com

Clarendon House Publications

ﬂ;{‘ --.-‘r\";:

g :
TR

& T s AT
Wi ==
= s

‘Literary
Fiction'

From the Editor's Foreword of Vortex: The
Inner Circle Writers” Group Literary Anthology
2018, available

I've noticed a trend of questions recently in
some writers” groups regarding the definitions
of ‘genre’” and ‘literary’ fiction. Quite often, the
starting point for such questions has been genre
fiction, with science fiction, fantasy or romance
writers and the like asking “What is literary
fiction?” Sometimes the answers have been
misleading or a little shallow, so I wanted to
give you a different perspective on this.

The word genre is a noun from the early 19th
century, a French word meaning literally ‘a
kind’. We are used to seeing genres labelled in
bookshops and on websites, ranging from
fantasy to Westerns, from science fiction to
crime thrillers, from erotica to spy drama, and
everything in between. The whole idea of
‘genre’ is that it is of a type, and as such, comes
with pre-packaged expectations, tropes,
themes, templates and often clichés. Readers
tend to like certain ‘bundles’ of these things;
giant publishing firms and film studios like
them because they tend to guarantee audiences
of viable commercial sizes. Blending some
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bundles in new ways can be exciting and
successful (as seen, for example, in the
blockbuster movie Captain America: The Winter
Soldier, which combined “conspiracy thriller’
with ‘superheroes’) or disappointing (as in the
movie Cowboys versus Aliens, where the genre
blend is all in the title).

In answer to the question ‘What is literary
fiction?” some have tried to categorise ‘literary
as just another genre. ‘It’s fiction that is longer,
with more focus on the words and deeper
themes,” some have said. “The pace tends to be
slower; the emphasis is on human nature and
character rather than action and plot,” they say.
That might be true, but to try to define ‘literary
fiction” as a subset of ‘genre fiction’ is, I would
assert, backwards.

Literary is an adjective, originating in the
mid-17th century in the sense of ‘relating to the
letters of the alphabet’. It comes from the Latin
litterarius, from littera, or ‘letter’. It concerns,
says the dictionary, the writing, study, or
content of literature, especially of the kind
valued for quality of form. What ‘quality of
form’ is exactly the dictionary doesn’t go on to
say, but I would suggest that we flip literary
fiction’s relation to genre around and view
genres as subsets of the literary.

Real literary fiction doesn’t normally begin
within genre and then burst out of its
boundaries: literary fiction begins without any
boundaries. If it contains tropes or templates, or
any of the other trappings of genre fiction, it is
because it is using them to create an effect upon
the reader not necessarily within the pre-
packaged set of effects usually associated with
‘genres’.

Jane Austen, for example, probably didn’t
begin Pride and Prejudice by sitting down and
collecting tropes for a romantic novel: she wrote
a literary novel which was so successful it
formed part of the foundation of the entire
‘romantic fiction” genre. When J. R. R. Tolkien
wrote The Lord of the Rings there was arguably
no such thing as a ‘fantasy genre’, certainly not
in its current form. His trilogy set the pattern
for ‘fantasy’ for the next few decades -
newcomers draw on its templates even when
subverting them for their own ends.
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By Gramt P Hiliont BA{Hons.)

'I'm reading through How Stories Really Work.
I've studied writing books for years but I've
never seen anything like this! This book is
REVOLUTIONARY. Everything is made so
simple and precise that other methods of
writing seem clumsy by comparison. It's not just
a way of writing, but a way of seeing.’

-A. P. (Author)
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Make your selection from Amazon
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Over seven years
Clarendon House Publi
home here on the ed

i Since then, I have published almost
CLAR E N D O N H 0 U S E hig ality items - books, magazine
| fcou odules - and helped hundreds
DU B L | CAT ‘ 0 N s | of authors and poets achieve

ation, some for the first time.

uthors have had individual
ctions produced through
these have had several
ed and have gone on to
eers for themselves a
write

Over
novels or

Professional
'| Professi Author Course
| helped writers understand exactly
| it is they are doing and how they ar
ing it - and boosted their confidence

to do more of it.

Many Clarendon House writing tools
ave been released for free download,
|| fully illustrated, in order to assist writers
|| create real careers for themselves.
|

'| Now, here collected for the first time for
|| your convenience, are all those
|| publications with links to take yo
| wherever you need to go to ag
them. They make g

yourself

Please email me if you
questions or f
grant@clarendonhousebd

Here’s to many more publig
many more years helping
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