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Recently from 
Clarendon House 

Issue # 60 of the 
Inner Circle Writers’ Magazine

•Meet D. R. Bailey and 
discover the secrets to his success 
as a professional author

• Find out how best to acquire 
the professional book cover 
design that you need in an article 
from the Ukrainian designers 
Miblart.

• Another chapter in George 
MacDonald’s beloved 
masterpiece ‘At the Back of the 
North Wind’

• the final instalment of 
Pauline Ashwell’s science fiction 
thriller ‘The Lost Kafoozalum,’ 

•’Nun or Not?’ by Gabriella 
Balcom, one of the best of the 
many hundreds of stories I have 
read over the last few years 
-don’t miss it! 

•Tony J. Fyler’s review of the 
2005 War of the Worlds film, and 
much more!

‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.’ - A. Delf, author

Welcome!
Welcome to the Clarendon House Newsletter for week 
ending 19th January 2024.
Last week saw the launch of Issue # 60 of the Inner Circle 
Writers’ Magazine, a quality, downloadable pdf, available 
internationally. 
This week, I’ve been finalising the next edition of Galaxy: 
An Inner Circle Writers’ Group Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Anthology, as well as the next in Andrew and Helen 
Birch’s fantastically entertaining Spacetruckers series. 
Meanwhile, submissions are pouring in for the next 
edition of Poetica # 16: An Inner Circle Writers’ Group Poetry 
Anthology, deadline January 31st.
Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at 
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
Below is a popular blog item.
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Your Guide to 
Services:  
Part 5 
Developmental 
Editing 

Another major service I offer to writers is 
Developmental Editing.

Sometimes — in fact, quite often — I am 
approached to tackle a work which has already 
been finished and which may have been 
circulated around some potential publishers. 
The writer tells me that ‘There’s something 
wrong with it’ but doesn’t know what. I am 
charged with the task of taking the whole thing 
apart and rebuilding it.

Ideally, Developmental Editing should come 
into play before or during the production of a 
publishable manuscript as it normally involves 
significant structuring or restructuring of a 
complete work.

The task of a developmental editor is to 
guide a writer in conceiving a topic, planning 
an overall structure, and developing an outline. 
This may also involve coaching authors in their 
writing, chapter by chapter. That would be 
ideal —but, as I say, it is not the most common 
way of working.

Writers retain control over the document and 
are responsible for providing the content, even 
though a developmental editor may end up 
transforming the original work beyond 
recognition. But there is usually a line between 
editing and becoming a contributing author or 
a ghostwriter. When doing developmental 
editing, the writer is always at the centre— the 
editor can only pose suggestions and it is up to 
the writer to accept or reject them.

The real trick of developmental editing, at 
least at Clarendon House, is to engage the 
writer first in a conversation about the true 
nature of the work and what he or she is trying 
to say with it. This has to do with the Theme of 
the piece. A rejected manuscript, for example, 
can be utterly rejuvenated and its effects 
magnified once the writer realises that it was 
‘about’ something. 

Often this is a case of encouraging the writer 
to not only try to encapsulate the ‘message’ or 
intention of the piece — it’s also a question of 
finding a central metaphor which then can act 
as a unifying image or motif, pulling the whole 
thing together.
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YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE AS A 
WRITER — and What You Can Do 
About It 

Haunted by your twin enemies, 
Lack of Time and 
Procrastination? 
  
This 25,000 word e-book shows 
you the pathway to freedom as a 
writer... 
...and it's totally free! 

Click on the image to go to the 
Free Items page.

One novel I examined a couple of years ago 
was well-written and clever, and probably 
publishable in the form in which I received it — 
but once its theme had been clarified, and a 
central metaphor discovered, the entire work 
was elevated to a new level. It wasn’t as though 
this metaphor had to be ‘written into’ the work 
once it was established — the image had been 
there all along, recurring in scene after scene, 
cropping up at key moments in the plot, but had 
not yet been recognised consciously by the 
author as a perfect metaphor for what she was 
trying to say. Spotting that enabled the author to 
magnify the power of the whole novel.

It’s unlikely, then, that you will contact me 
while you are still pondering a story or working 
through some notes. More likely, you will wait 
until you have ‘completed’ something, and may 
even delay until you have been rejected by a 
number of publishers before you decide to 

employ me. You have to reach a point at which 
you recognise both that ‘something is wrong’ 
and that you don’t know what that something is 
before you engage the services of a stranger like 
myself. When you do though, fear not: it is not 
my job to rip apart your existing work and tell 
you how wrong you are as a writer: quite the 
reverse. You will normally find that you are 
substantively on the right track, but that what 
you have inserted into the story unconsciously 
needs to be brought to a conscious level and 
magnified. It will make your story more effective 
— as of course whatever the images and motifs 
are will still operate at a more-or-less 
unconscious level for your readers, creating 
emotional and even spiritual effects ‘below the 
surface’, which is what you want.

But contact me at some point if you feel the 
need, won’t you?
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PROFESSIONAL COVER DESIGN 
FROM

• INDUSTRY INSIGHTS • AESTHETIC POWER  
• REASONABLE RATES • FAST SERVICE 

Contact me now to discuss your needs: 
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

mailto:grant@clarendonhousebooks.com


2023

Stay tuned for more in 2024! 
www.clarendonhousebooks.com
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Flash fiction 

tales with a twist 


regional magical realism 
SPARKLING 
ROMANCE 


emotional real-life stories 

heart-rending tales full of 

lovable characters 

Westerns 

horror


 iiant comic writing 
detective drama 


mysteries 

thrillers 

memoirs 


from some of the world’s 
best new writers…

Riham Adly

Peter Astle

Carmen Baca

Gabriella Balcom

Jim Bates

David Bowmore

Jennifer Brookins

Sharon Frame Gay

R. A. Goli

Peter Toeg

Bill Swiggs

Mark Scheel

P. A. O’Neil

Ruth Morgan

E. Montague

G. Marino Leyland

Frank Kozusko

Samantha Hamilton

Download 
a full-
colour 

brochure 
here

Click on each image to visit the author’s 
Clarendon House webpage
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For a complete guide to the Galaxy anthologies, 
including new submission guidelines,  

please download this free guide at 
www.clarendonhousebooks.com/submissions

Galaxy 
Anthologies

http://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/submissions


JOURNEY  
into mystical lands full of 

faeries and warrior 
women, ancient 

powers and strange 
creatures… 

travel  
to the stars and 
encounter fully-

fledged alien 
cultures and 

fabulous other 
worlds… 

Fantasy and Science Fiction 
from some of the best new 

writers in the world…

Download 
a full-
colour 

brochure 
here

Andrew and 
Helen Birch

Emily Fluke

Charlotte 
Langtree

Bruce Rowe

Mel Lee 
Newmin

Alexander 
Marshall

Click on each image to visit the author’s 
Clarendon House webpage

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/anthologies
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Poetry should surprise 
by a fine excess and not 
by singularity—it should 

strike the reader as a 
wording of his own 

highest thoughts, and 
appear almost a 

remembrance. 
— John Keats 

For a complete guide to the Poetica anthologies, 
including new submission guidelines,  

please download this free guide at 
www.clarendonhousebooks.com/submissions

Poetica anthologies

The 

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/anthologies
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‘From the fertile mind of Alexander Marshall comes a complex 
world of Gods, legends, dragons, ancient evil and unlikely 
heroes… I predict that in years to come, The Sword 
Sundergost will be hailed as a classic.’ 
 -David Bowmore, author of The Magic of Deben Market

The 

Sword 
SUNDERGOST

ALEXANDER MARSHALL

NOW IN ONE GIANT VOLUME

www.clarendonhousebooks.com/alexander-marshall

http://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/alexander-marshall
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com


Exclusively 
from 

Clarendon House Publications is the home 
of the unique understanding of fiction as 
described in the best-selling How Stories 
Really Work and the ground-breaking 
Become a Professional Author. 

Below are just some of the exclusive 
services provided to writers all over the 
world based on that understanding. 

Grasp how your own writing works and 
your writing career will never be the same 
again! 

Any questions about these services or 
anything to do with Clarendon House? 

Drop me a line: 

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/how-stories-really-work
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The beginning of a 

new life for you! 

•A life orientated around doing the things 

you love - and making money from it! 

•The goal: Your life on a completely new, 

fresh footing after accomplishing a series 

of five steps under guidance from me. 

•Five assignments, spread over a few 

weeks, will transform your habits and 

routines and revolutionise how you feel, 

how you work, how you live.  

•Starting with a FREE assessment of your 

existing scene and what you would like to 

achieve, all done by confidential email. 

•This process works because it addresses 

fundamentals common to all people, 

especially creatives. It works FAST and 

EFFECTIVELY and turns lives around by 

avoiding potential mistakes and 

distractions. 

•At all times YOU remain in control, have a 

mentor on hand, and can adjust 

everything according to new variables 

which may arise.

Life & Career 

Consultancy

Contact me now for a FREE assessment: 

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

mailto:grant@clarendonhousebooks.com


Contact me now for a FREE assessment: 
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

Craft your fiction into 
something you’re much 
happier with!  

Work with me as a Special Developmental 
Editor and create a tale which speaks from 
your heart and communicates to your 
readers. 

•Using principles universal in successful 
fiction throughout the ages, create a 
profound unit of work, whether it’s a short 
story, novel, play or longer tale. 

•Send me what you have along with notes 
of what you’d like to achieve and get 
feedback straight away. Working back and 
forth, a real work of art takes shape. 

•This special developmental editing works 
because it uses the fundamental building 
blocks of every piece of fiction. You won’t 
find this understanding anywhere else. 

At all times, YOU are in creative control, 
YOU make the decisions, YOU are the artist. 
But you have access to a mentor who 
understands what you are doing and trying 
to do, often better than yourself.

Special 
Developmental 
Editing

mailto:grant@clarendonhousebooks.com


Exclusively 
from 

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com

	Welcome!

