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Last week from 
Clarendon House 

‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.’ - A. Delf, author

THE INNER CIRCLE WRITERS’ 
MAGAZINE!

In this special poetry edition, meet 
beloved Canadian poet Bronwen 

Gri!th, and read nine great poems 
from history (and find out why they 
are great)! Discover how you can win 

a book contract by entering the 
Great Clarendon House Poetry 
Challenge! And journey into a half-

dream world in Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s epic ‘Rime of the 

Ancient Mariner’ in Master Author 
Showcase!

Plus a simple checklist for studying 
poetry, and an article on the 

difference between poetry and prose 
- as well as artwork from Afshan 
Aqil and Classic Masterpieces 

featuring The Railway Children by E. 
E. Nesbit! 

And a quiz, submission opportunities 
and much more!

Welcome!
There are so many projects in progress at Clarendon House 
that I scarcely know where to begin to describe them. 
Suffice to say, they are all designed to help you make your 
dreams come true! You’ll just have to stay tuned to find out 
more!
Last week: Issue # 93 of the Inner Circle Writers’ Magazine
was released. You can subscribe easily here:
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/magazine
and you’ll receive an email each month with a link to 
download the complete full-colour, high quality pdf 
containing links galore to marvels unimagined!  
Stay tuned for further updates!
Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at 
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
Below is a popular blog item.
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Another point that occasionally comes up is 
an attitude to do with ‘rules’. The attitude is 
'To Hell with Rules.' It's a mistake.

I can understand how it arises. I’ve seen 
many senseless arguments over the years 
about fiddly rules to do with the use of 
commas or quotation marks, or even about 
fonts and font sizes. It’s very possible to 
develop a viewpoint, if you see too much of 
that, that says that ‘All rules are rotten’ and to 
protest against them as a general… well, rule.

I published a story once about a princess 
who, bored with her life in the castle, runs 
away into the forest. There she meets a 
leprechaun who is forced to give her three 
wishes. She wastes two of them (as is common 
in such stories) and tries to extend the number 
beyond three wishes only to be told that this is 
‘against the Rules’. At that point, she has a 
brainwave: what if she were to wish that there 
were no more rules? The leprechaun, under 
protest, grants her this wish, and all seems fine 
for a moment - but then gradually the fabric of 

reality itself breaks down, and the princess is 
left alone in the dark.

Don’t worry, though. An old man with a 
stick appears and restores everything. But the 
princess has learned a lesson: not all rules are 
bad, and order itself forms the foundation of 
things as far as they can be understood. Some 
rules are so fundamental that they simply must 
be obeyed if a writer wants to communicate 
anything at all. Otherwise chanobfrsyd fkk 
ebdnf nsenme.

See what happened there? I broke one of 
these basic rules. Writers must use words that 
can be understood by an audience if they are to 
communicate something. You may have 
‘dubbed in’ the meaning of those collections of 
letters, which is fair enough because you had 
the beginning of the sentence to extrapolate 
from. But had I written a whole sentence in 
such a jumbled fashion, you would have been 
lost. And even then, I used recognisable letters 
- true denial of all rules would lead to some 
other symbols being used, or even to an 
attempt to use some other form of 
communication. In the end, as we find with a 
few authors, rebellion against rules can lead to 
a failure to communicate at all - even the most 
basic and unprocessed communication must 
follow some rules.

In fact, if as a writer you want to 
communicate, you need to be at least halfway 
up a ladder which would look something like 
this:

1. No communication at all

2. Desire to communicate but refusal to 
apply basic principles

3. Intermittent attempts to communicate 
without mastering basics

4. Partly successful attempts to 
communicate using limited basics

5. Increasingly successful attempts to 
communicate using more and more applicable 
rules

Learn and Obey 
the Rules First

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
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'I'm reading through How Stories Really Work. I've studied 
writing books for years but I've never seen anything like 

this! This book is REVOLUTIONARY. Everything is made so 
simple and precise that other methods of writing seem 

clumsy by comparison. It's not just a way of writing, but a 
way of seeing.' 

-A. P. (Author)

How 
Stories 
Really 
Work 
Exploring the 
Physics of 
Fiction 
by Grant P. Hudson

6. Fairly effortless and successful 
communication using most of the rules

7. Mastery of the rules, enabling highly 
successful communication and even 
experimentation with new ways of 
communicating

Note that some authors try to jump to the 
‘experimentation’ phase without having moved 
up through the other phases. Their experiments 
almost always fail.

Many writers are stuck in phases 2 or 3, 
regarding rules as something to be ‘unlearned’ 
or protested against, rather than mastered.

Many writers whose work I examine 
regularly are at phases 4 or 5 - they are aware of, 

and attempting to use some rules, with various 
degrees of success. The best stories that I read 
belong to 6 and 7, where writers have command 
of the language and its techniques, and a proper 
understanding of the craft of telling stories. 
With that proper understanding, some attempts 
are made to surprise and play with the reader, 
just as a master musician can surprise and play 
with his or her listeners.

Where are you, do you think, on the above 
scale? It’s possible to progress, step by step, to 
complete mastery in a relatively short time - but 
only by understanding and being able to apply 
the rules as they are.

For more, get How Stories Really Work -and 
my course, Become a Professional Author. 
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Myth  
& the 


‘Now’
A journey into the heart of storytelling and life

Make your selection from Amazon

Second Edition
Myth & the ‘Now’ takes 

the reader on a 
journey into the heart 
of myth and attempts 
to bring it into view in 

new ways. It’s a 
voyage which will visit 
unusual places, from 
Asgard and the world 
of the Norse Gods, to 

Navajo plains and 
Finnish lakes;  

along the way, be  
prepared to glimpse 
not only the evolution 
of human civilisation 
but the human soul 
and how it grows in 

individuals. Get ready 
to look beyond the 

edge of fiction’s 
universe to an even 

wider world…

Grant P. Hudson

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0H85C22D4?spcref=PRINT_LISTING
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0H85C22D4?spcref=PRINT_LISTING


ALEXANDER MARSHALL

CLARENDON HOUSE AUTHOR

https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/free-items

For lovers of J. R. R. 
Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, Ursula 
K. Le Guin and epic fantasy 
on a grand scale… 

And now, for FREE, comes this lavishly 
illustrated e-book to give you a 
glimpse into the wide world of Gandria 
- from the mighty mountains of the 
Penning to the deserts of Turgal; from 
the heroic and tragic Valkurn to the 
twisted and burned Dare-kor; from 
ancient and powerful gemstones to the 
Sword Sundergost itself, herein are 
many windows into the imagination of 
Alexander Marshall. 

THIRD EDITION: now with updates to 
include The Phantom Sword of Rondar 
and Queen of the Twisted Isles! 

The 

SWORD 
SUNDERGOST 
An Illustrated Companion 
REVISED AND EXPANDED

PLUS 

A MAP OF GANDRIA 
Download a map of part of the 
world of The Sword Sundergost 
for free
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GARETH MACREADY

Make your selection from Amazon

CLARENDON HOUSE AUTHOR

In this unique collection of short stories, Gareth Macready demonstrates both 
tremendous skills as a writer and an extraordinary understanding of both the 
Australian and Japanese cultures, blending them together to create science fiction like 
nothing else you will have ever read, including Dragon Tech, alien police procedures 
and dramatic martial arts, as well as a fine sensitivity for the human condition. 

Gareth Macready lived in Japan, working as a variety act, and built a small studio 
theatre there. He received the Key to the City from Osaka City Council and 
collaborated with Japan’s biggest comedy company, advising the council on the city’s 
inaugural PerformaFest. Ten of his short stories have been published in Galaxy 
anthologies. One of his short stories received an Honourable Mention from The LRH 
Writers of the Future Competition. His short film script, Frank Sees Grandpa, won the 
Best Screenplay Short at the Ardélion Awards Gala 2025.

The  
Bones 

of my 
universe

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0GQVTCBL2?ref=sp_email
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0GQVTCBL2?ref=sp_email


2026 so far!

Stay tuned for much more in 2026! 
www.clarendonhousebooks.com
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Over seven years ago, I launched 
Clarendon House Publications 

from my home here on the edge of 
the Yorkshire Moors in England. 

Since then, I have published 
almost 300 high quality items - 

books, magazines, course modules 
- and helped hundreds of authors 

and poets achieve publication, 
some for the first time.  

Over 30 authors have had 
individual novels or collections 
produced through me - some of 

these have had several books 
published and have gone on to 

carve out careers for themselves 
as writers. 

With the best-selling books How 
Stories Really Work and Become 

a Professional Author (and the 
Become a Professional Author 

Course) I have helped writers 
understand exactly what it is they 
are doing and how they are doing 

it - and boosted their confidence to 
do more of it. 

Many Clarendon House writing 
tools have been released for free 

download, fully illustrated, in 
order to assist writers create real 

careers for themselves. 

Now, here collected for the first 
time for your convenience, are all 

those publications with links to 
take you to wherever you need to 

go to acquire them. They make 
great gifts - for yourself and others! 

Please email me if you have any 
questions or feedback: 

grant@clarendonhousebooks.co
m 

Here’s to many more publications 
and many more years helping you 

achieve your dreams! 

Grant P. Hudson
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