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‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.” - A. Delf, author

This Week from
Clarendon House

The Weight of Memory
by Marlon S. Hayes

Life is a constant reminder of
our ties to the past and our
hopes for the future, with the
lines becoming blurred
between the two. This
collection of short fictional
stories is a
gentle reminder of the weight of
memory.

At times heartbreaking and
soul-filling, Marlon S. Hayes has
filled this collection with stories
that are dear to his heart, and
hopes readers will feel the same.
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Welcome!

Welcome to the Clarendon House Newsletter for week
ending 31st January 2025! Even with a broken wrist, the work
of Clarendon House goes on!

This week:

* The Weight of Memory, a collection of moving, highly
effective short stories from Marlon S. Hayes was released!
Last week:

*Grow Your Marketing, the next instalment in the Marketing
Series, was released. Find out how to get your copy AND the
tirst e-book, Crack Your Marketing, for only £25.00 total!
Contact me at grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

In the pipeline:

*Galaxy # 20: An Inner Circle Writers” Group Science Fiction and
Fantasy Anthology is on its way! Stand by for further
announcements!

Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

Below is a popular blog item.
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For anyone who has always wanted to be a
writer, the obstacles can sometimes seem
impossible to overcome.

It’s not a question of ‘"How can I make
money from writing?’, though that’s
obviously a concern. It’s not even a question
of ‘Is my writing any good?’ though that
clearly comes up too. No, there are barriers in
the way before those questions can arise, let
alone be answered.

The main query faced by anyone who
wants to be a writer is “‘Why am I not doing it
right now?’

At the end of the day, the central reason
why you’re not being a writer right now is
that you don’t place enough importance on it.
Yes, it’s true, don’t scream at me: the fact is
that, though your soul burns to write, though
you would give up your day job in a nano-
second to write, though you feel that “writer’
is inscribed in chromosomes upon your every
cell, the reason that you're reading this article
is that you haven't yet placed enough
importance upon being a writer to actually do
something about it.
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Here are five very practical -probably over-
practical for some- tips on how to get from
where you are now to a point that is much
closer to being a writer.

1. Get an iPhone or other gadget that you
carry around with you.

I mention iPhones because that’s what I
use, but any such gadget will do. You need
something that you will actually carry around
with you, though. It doesn’t have to be fancy,
but it does have to have the capacity for
keeping notes. There are plenty of free apps
for this. You don’t need anything super-duper
or complex: you just need something that you
can write into and save. Apple’s ‘Notes” app
is fine -you can write up to any length and
then email it to yourself.

Better to have it on your phone, because
you will tend to carry your phone around
with you at all times, whereas you might
forget to bring a device dedicated to writing
with you, and that’s half the problem.
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2. Use said device.

Every time you find yourself at a loose end,
start writing. Waiting for a bus? Write. Sat on a
train? Write. In between meetings? Write. Write
notes, write ideas, write Chapter headings, write
insights. Write whole chapters if you get a
chance. It’s possible to write the basis for entire
novels in this way, chapter by chapter, in the
time that you didn’t even realise was ‘spare’.
Try it. You'll be amazed. And your writing
morale will start to go up and up. You won’t
forget those flashes of genius you had on the
way home before you get to your laptop; you
won't forget that you even had a flash of
genius. It will all be there in some form on your
device. Apart from recording stuff, the notes on
your gadget will begin to give you confidence
that you can actually write. You'll get practice,
in small doses. They say it takes 10,000 hours to
master something? Well then, over the last eight
years or so you've probably let 10,000 hours
slip through your fingers literally by not having
something to hand upon which to record your
thoughts and ideas in these ‘invisible gaps’ in
your life.
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3. Write until you drop -don’t stop, don’t
auto-correct.

On those occasions when you and a laptop
share enough time for you to get somewhere,
don’t waste time by ‘going over’ what you
wrote last time, picking out spelling errors,
grammar problems, things you’d like to ‘tweak
a little’. Just hit the keyboard and don’t stop
until your head hits the space bar with
exhaustion. Set yourself high word targets per
hour if that works for you. Whatever you do,
don’t stop -don’t even pause- for any editing or
‘re-drafting’ or even basic corrections until you
reach 200 pages of writing.

Why? For several reasons: firstly, and
probably most importantly, getting 200 pages
written is a tremendous morale-booster. You
know that it’s far from perfect, you know it will
take major editing work, but there it is: 200
pages of your very own writing. That's a
decent-sized book, right there. Think of it as the
first step in making a cake: you've been to the
shops and bought the ingredients. There they
are in the pages in front of you. The second
step, re-writing, is making the cake. But until
you have the ingredients, making the cake is
just a fantasy.
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Secondly, writing flat-out like this will teach
you a few things about yourself as a writer.
When you read it over, you'll see patterns,
strengths and weaknesses, places where you
falter and places where you demonstrate real
skill. It's a training programme for writers,
getting your writing muscles fitter for the real
thing: the next draft.

Thirdly, you avoid the counter-productive
‘pottering around’ that happens if you do it any
other way: write a page, stop and think, change
some things, correct spelling, maybe alter the
while way the page works, wonder if you could
have done better, and so forth. This tortuous
pattern has produced one or two successful
works, but at the cost of so many more that
could have been written in the same time with
less bother.

4. Timetable yourself into the writing chair.
This sounds obvious, but almost all the

wannabe writers I've ever spoken to have the
same problem: they are expecting Life to
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somehow open up a window of a few weeks so
that they can “write the book they want to
write’. Life doesn’t usually respond on its own.
And so the wannabes get trampled into apathy
by the demands of the world around them,
their families, their jobs, their lives.

Take a look at your weekly schedule;
examine your commitments; work out about
three hours a week, preferably contiguous but
not vitally so, and block that out for writing.
Get everyone’s agreement. Ideally, pick a time
that is interruption-free, or at least when you
are less likely to be in demand. It’s possible to
construct a schedule so that you are writing in
the early hours of the morning -or even through
the night, as long as you get sleep some other
time- and to get a 300,000 word epic fantasy
written in three months. But that’s an extreme.
One long evening, or a weekend afternoon, or
something like that, and, if you stick to it, you'll
find that in a few weeks you have made
significant progress -provided you also apply
number 3 and don’t keep interrupting yourself.
Which leads to the final tip.
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5. Stop interrupting yourself.

The primary enemy of a writer is
interruptions. So devise a schedule that keeps
these to a minimum, and stop interrupting
yourself. Self-interruptions range from ‘I'll just
check my email to ‘T'll get a coffee’ to “There’s
no way I can write this scene in front of a
fireplace until I've read this three-volume
History of Fireplaces in the Seventeenth
Century so that I can be convincingly
authentic’.

31 January 2025

Put distractions aside and get to the
keyboard, or desk, or whatever you use. If
you're trapped by some kind of inertia from
rising from your chair, use the gadget from
Tip # 1 and write right there, wherever you
are stuck. But watch out for the interruptions,
subtle or not-so-subtle, and just get on with it.

Before long, you'll be a writer. Then you'll
have to tackle the questions about making
money from your writing,.

But that’s another story.

YOUR BIGGEST
CHALLENGE AS A
WRITER — and
What You Can Do
About It

Haunted by your
twin enemies, Lack
of Time and
Procrastination?

This 25,000 word e-
book shows you
the pathway to
freedom as a
writer...and it's
totally free!

Click on the image
to go to the Free
Items page.

)
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About It "

Grant P. Hu&on
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DJ ELTON
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DJ ELTON

JioIREOEMRILON

ASnEGulativerShosiStosylcollection

This book of short stories will allow you to pursue new places where the
norms are time and space travelling, talking with animals, trees, agitated
and disobedient robots, ghosts with a sense of protective tenderness, or
plans of revenge, or even a need for atonement (see the title story,
“Ned’s Redemption”). You will meet many types of fae personalities from
the manipulative to those who love humankind, entertaining druids,
mysterious underwater forces, reckless and pizza-stealing dragons,
powerful pure maidens, and evil disguised as true love.
It’s all here waiting in these thirty plus stories.

www.clarendonhousebooks.com/djelton
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Semretimes-you are lucky enough to come across an author
ullosne matter what she turns her hand to, you can be sure of
igbeinggbrilliant. Jill Kiesow is such an author. Whether she’s
Wiriting p@'eti{ prose, or an animal story, or horror, or a crime
thirillex you know immediately that you are in good hands. If
yvoukwanitsto ke Charmed, enchanted fascinated, beguiled, fld

@i@h@@@i get twn que and wonderful collection now.

www.clarend | fjill-kiesow
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CLARENDON HOUSE
PUBLICATIONS

<

Stay tuned for 2025!
www.clarendonhousebooks.com
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Riham Adly

Peter Astle

Carmen Baca
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Gabriella Balcom

]1m Bates
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David Bowmore

]enmfer Brookins

Sharon lilame Gay

CLARENDON HOUSE

PUBLICATIONS

FLASH FICTION O
tales with a twist C
regional magical realism Bl Swiggs
SPARKLING
ROMANCE

emotional real-life stories
heart-rending tales full of
lovable characters

Westerns
HORROR

C

Mark Scheel

detective drama
mystertes
Ruth Morgan
memaoirs
fromn some of the world’s
best hew writers... E. TSRS

Down load G. Marino Leyland
a full-

colour
brochure
here

Frank Kozusko

Click on each image to visit the author’s
Clarendon House webpage

Samantha Hamilton
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JOURNEY
into mystical lands full of
faeries and warrior
women, ancient
powers and strange
creatures...
Helon Bisch TRAVEL —

TO THE STARS AND
ENCOUNTER FULLY-
FLEODGED ALIEN
CULTURES AND
FASBULOUS OTHER
WORLDS...

Fantasy and Science Fiction
Emily, Fluke from some of the best new Mel Lee
writers in the world... Newmin

Download
a full-
colour

brochure
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Click on each image to visit the author’s
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NOW IN ONE GIANT vOLUME

‘From the fertile mind of Alexander Marshall comes a complex
world of Gods, legends, dragons, ancient evil and unlikely
heroes... | predict that in years to come, The Sword
Sundergost will be hailed as a classic.’

-David Bowmore, author of The Magic of Deben Market
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Five Reasons to Hire Me as Your Editor
Grant P. Hudson

1. | know what I'm
talking about.

40 years of intensive study and practical
application of the secrets of master authors
has resulted in over three million words
written by me, some of them appearing in
the form of two books:

i) How Stories Really Work, the guide to the
successful techniques used by acclaimed
authors throughout history, including
Shakespeare, Dickens, Hardy, Wilde, Tolkien,
Lewis, Le Guin and hundreds of others.
These secrets also underpin the success of
great films, including Star Wars, Harry Potter,
The Lord of the Rings and the box-office-
busting MCU movies.

i) Become a Professional Author, which goes
further into the techniques used by master
authors and applies them to both storytelling
and marketing, guaranteeing you a path to
book sales.

With me as your editor, you get all that
knowledge applied directly to YOUR work so
that the story - and the subsequent marketing
- can be built on firm foundations.

Experience? I've been editing full-time now for
6 years, and was doing it part-time for the
prior 17. I've worked with fiction of all kinds as
well as memoir and non-fiction. It's highly
likely that | will be of great assistance to you.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
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3. I'm fast.

Many editors take months to get back to you, and then you have to spend
months rewriting according to their dictates.

| will work as swiftly as | can to give you essential feedback, suggesting
precise and workmanlike alterations with which you will almost certainly

ecstatically agree, as they will be changes you secretly would have wanted to
make anyway.

How can | be as fast as | am? Because all fiction obeys a set of underlying
laws, which are easy to see at work once you know what they are. Each
reading of every story is not, therefore, ‘reinventing the wheel’, but applying
universal principles which always work.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
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| 4.1 will boost your
A\ confidence.

i This doesn’'t mean | will ‘namby-
pamby’ you through your own work

so that no improvement occurs -

quite the opposite. By surgically

\ isolating what needs changing and
N working with a deep understanding
of your own aims for any written

piece, | will empower you as an

author.

One of my main goals as a
developmental editor is to make
myself redundant as swiftly as
possible, giving you a better
understanding of your own fiction, of
what works and doesn’t work, and of
how to take your stories to the next
level without needing further help.

5. I'm not expensive.

Many editors would charge thousands to do what |
do, because it is unique, powerful and highly
effective. But | know that your budget for such
things as editing will range from non-existent to
slender at best. By working within your existing
circumstances, you and | can come to an
arrangement that works for both of us and which
moves you forward as an author from wherever you
are right now.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
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