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‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.” - A. Delf, author

This week from
Clarendon House

Andrew and
HelenBirch

Travels with a Barbarian # 3:
The Warrior and the Countess

Tasked with dangerous deeds by
the distant Empress Dan’ Nor
Chang, Skarr of Tor Fell and her
ever-loyal companion Lady Elina
Greypepper find themselves
traversing land and sea from the
legendary Spice City of Barazaar to

the hazardous Gaussian Islands- ~ Welcome!
and then on to Castle Wetskull, This week: the third book in Andrew and Helen Birch’s Travels
where deadly horrors lurk which | 4, 4 Barbarian series is out! Don’t miss this enthralling story!
threaten to engulf the whole And don’t forget to read the final entries in the Great
il . Clarendon House Writing Challenge and VOTE for the
When trapped gnd facing her' winner in Issue # 91 of the Inner Circle Writers’ Magazine!
greatest foe alone in the dark, with Stay tuned for more!

her companion enslaved by the i )
Chained Legion, will Elina’s Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at

courage fail her? Or will she grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
discover what it means to be a true | Below is a popular blog item.
battlemage?
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One of the deepest lessons of being a
successful writer is to do with where to place
focus.

I don’t mean the focus that the writer puts
on his or her work, though of course that’s
linked. I mean the unspoken, often
unconscious focus behind or around that.

Writing is a lonely affair. It has to be. To get
those stories out onto the page or screen from
wherever they dwell requires concentration,
time and space. But surrounding that work is
the invisible framework of thinking which is
centred on the writer: the writer is doing this
for his or her pleasure, or satisfaction, or
fulfilment of yearning, or desire, or because of
some partly hidden compulsion.

It's all about the writer.

This may have been voiced to some
degree, like ‘I'm writing so I can have
freedom and flexibility, never have to work
for anyone else again and perhaps escape
from some restrictive or unpleasant things in
my life.

That statement orbits around the writer.

What results is fiction which is self-centred
to some degree. It may act as a kind of
therapy for the writer, but it’s unlikely to be
successful for readers.

Clarendon House Publications

What's needed is a mental ‘switch’ to
another point of view. Those writers who can
accomplish this switch - and many can and do
- achieve something quite different in their
fiction: they communicate something to
another or others.

If this different viewpoint were put into
words, it might read something like this: ‘I'm
writing so I can produce emotional responses
in others, help them to achieve some kind of
fulfilment and perhaps help them to escape
from some restrictive or unpleasant things in
their lives’.

The two frameworks can overlap, of
course. What the writer wants and what the
reader wants can be much the same thing.

But when writers change focus and start to
write for readers - explicitly, consciously -
what kinds of things happen?

Responses.

Reach.

Sales.

Positive testimonials.

Word of mouth to others.

A fan community.

Here’s the underlying thing:

Readers don’t owe you anything.
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They are not going to “buy into’ your work from the people you know. Then write the
just because it’s there. story that you know they would like to read.

You have to provide something that they Predict their thinking; surprise them; delight
need or desire. them.

And the special reward, if you can do this? Bring one reader the fulfilment they need

If you can do this for one reader - just one - and you can bring that same fulfilment to
you can do it for many. And there’s really no thousands. Even millions. But it starts with
limit to how many readers there are in the that ‘switch’ from writing for you to writing
marketplace. for someone else.

So start with one reader in mind: you can
even name him or her, or pick a real person
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'I'm reading through How Stories Really Work. I've
studied writing books for years but I've never seen
anything like this! This book is REVOLUTIONARY.
Everything is made so simple and precise that other
methods of writing seem clumsy by comparison. It's not
just a way of writing, but a way of seeing.’

-A. P. (Author)
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Myth & the ‘Now’ takes
the reader on a
journey into the heart
of myth and attempts
to bring it into view in
new ways. It’s a

along the way, be
prepared to glimpse
not only the evolution
of human civilisation
but the human soul

and how it grows in
voyage which will visit individuals. Get ready
unusual places, from to look beyond the

Asgard and the world
of the Norse Gods, to
Navajo plains and

Finnish lakes; \ Bramt P Bndsai |

edge of fiction’s
‘universe to an even
wider world...

)
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Make your selection from Amazon
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A Marilun l ; 3

Hdven ure X

Heaven Shleld the most expensivﬁspace
cruiser ‘ever built, is about to be la:mched on
its inaugural V.B)!Q\ge around fhe Sol'ar
System % v

But Marilyn 5, advane cl sii ulq,ied human and
Chief bper.atwe of Special grviceqh, etects
somethmg is wrong.

When she boards the vessel on the n1g'ht
before its launch she finds that her former
owner, gemus inventor Harold S, has been
xpecting her for a while - B’trwxfhat no one is
expecting is a ruth'less attemptiby renegade
sim terrorists to ste theincredibly powerful
Krup s plasma whlch powers s the ship’s.
~engines, an attempt which puts the lives of all

1!

Manlgn escapes t
gang and goes S f T '.Efort to ‘sa = i

wers that theie emy

Another_e_xc’ g novella from the pen of
acclaimed author Alexander Marshall.
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CRBAMCLES OF BELTH
i w g

ARSHALL

L

A new space fant novella, based on
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, from
acclaimed author Alexander Marshall.

[
The planet Belth, bombarded millennia ago
by crimson rays which affected the biological
codes of its creatures, is similar to Earth in
many respects. Its dominant species is
basically humanoid in shape, though mag
biological functions are different. Civilisations
h&e risen and fallen among the floating
continents over the ages.

]wm’
ol “’“ﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂ]ﬂ

Warrior is Belth’s mightiest hero. The ¢
Commander of Belthian forces, Dasar the
Dark Clpak is failing in an attempt to def@nd
the planet from twin indfirsions. Leading the
defence are the Red Warrior and his female
battle-companion Firebrand. They savagely
defeat both invasions.

But when Tarsna and his cox&anion have a
sinister encounter after the battle, the
machinations of'the story become more
complex...

Make your selection from Amazon
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@CLARENDON HOUSE AUTHOR
ALEXANDER MARSHALL

From'the world of the
word APHANTOM %WEORD OF RON DAR\

& SUNDERGOST -

- . & Annua is devastated when her lover
§ - ] - Castagath is stolen from her by the pirate
- |, - eftain Harabund -devastated because she

dn’t ¥ealise just how vulnerable love had
made her...
bund sends her on a quest to the
L sea a ous jewel
1e discovers that
ormented on the
use the jewel for
11d-be Emperor
 Order of the
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Over seven years ago, I launched
Clarendon Hou ns

CLARENDON HOUSE the Yorkshire M
p U B L I CAT I O N S books, magazines, course mod e

ﬁnd helped hundreds of authors
nd poets achieve publication,
some for the first time.

www.clarendonhousebooks.com
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SQPER#EROIC " R N Course) [ have helped write

X/ SICRiES iy )N nderstand exactly what it is they
: are doing and how they are doing

' it - and boosted their confidence to

do more of it.

Many Clarendon House writing
tools have been released for free
download, fully illustrated, in
order to assist writers create real
careers for themselves.
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Now, here collected for the
time for your convenicns

FABULOUS BOOKS AND MAGAZINES B

go to acquire them

UNIQUE TOOI_S FOR WRHERS great gifts - for yourself a1
EX(EPTIONM. FI(T ION ) NON FICION o= eienn

www.clarendonhousebooks.com grant@clarendonho

Here’s to man
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