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‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.” - A. Delf, author
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Myth & the ‘Now’

Second Edition
by Grant P. Hudson
Myth & the ‘Now’ takes the
reader on a journey into the
heart of myth and attempts to
bring it into view in new ways.
It’s a voyage which will visit
unusual places, from Asgard
and the world of the Norse
Gods, to Navajo plains and
Finnish lakes; along the way, be
prepared to glimpse not only
the evolution of human
civilisation but the human soul

and how it grows in individuals.

Get ready to look beyond the
edge of fiction’s universe to an
even wider world...
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Welcome!

Welcome to the Clarendon House Newsletter for week ending
10th July 2026! It's Summer Fair season in Yorkshire!

Recently, we've seen the release of The Chronicles of Belth Book
One: Fall of the Red Warrior - a new space fantasy novella, based
on William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, from acclaimed author
Alexander Marshall - and Marshall’s Heaven's Shield a sci-fi
thriller featuring Marilyn 5, advanced simulated human and
Chief Operative of Special Services.

This week? I've released the second edition of my Myth & the
‘Now’! Anyone who loved my earlier book How Stories Really
Work, or anyone who is interested in the mysteries and
mechanics of storytelling - or anyone who wonders about
patterns and structures in the world at large - will find this book
intriguing: an exploration of what lies behind the scenes of just
about everything.

Stay tuned for more!

Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

Below is a popular blog item.
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How do you build affinity with anyone?

Well, it usually begins with finding
something in common - either a working
background, or some kind of common interest
or passion.

It can develop further when you find out
more about an individual’s personal life, their
preferences, tastes, foibles, habits and so on.
Spotting what it is that you like or admire
among these more intimate things is a kind of
treasure hunt - you follow a trail, finding more
and more about a person with whom you have
an affinity.

Sometimes this treasure trail can lead to the
treasure itself: you realise that you love the
person, in all their glory and shame - you
effectively ‘fall in love” with the individual. If
this occurs, then the trail which led you there
loses significance - it has achieved its aim.
Should any one of the points that led you to the
heart of a person Change over time, it doesn’t
matter: the point was that that characteristic led
you to your destination. If one of the things
that led you to fall in love was the person’s
physical beauty, for example, then after you
have achieved love, it doesn’t matter if the
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physical state of the person changes, just as it
doesn’t matter if a new road is built on a map
once you know where a place is - it's an
irrelevancy, a detail which has no impact on
your knowledge.

These treasure trail points can be of various
kinds when it comes to relationships between
people - sometimes they are matters of close
personal intimacy, sometimes sexual,
sometimes more remote, as when you admire
someone for their noble qualities in relation to
others, rather than anything to do with you.
You might, for instance, love a partner for their
beauty, their personal idiosyncrasies, their
sexual drive and so forth, but your love may be
enhanced by the fact that you also admire them
in the workplace or because of the way they
treat children or get involved in charity work.

Once you have fallen in love, the separate
attributes through which you came to that
condition form mere details of a larger picture.

What has that got to do with selling books?

Well, we’ve already established, I hope, that
there are two kinds of relationships - ones
based on intimacy or affinity, and ones based
on commerce or exchange.
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While there is some overlap, most of us can
draw a pretty clear line through our lives
dividing one kind of interaction from the other
kind. We have ascertained that the relationship
which a writer desires to have with a reader - or
a reader with a writer, in terms of that writer’s
output - belongs to the first kind of relationship,
the affinity based one; but we also know that, in
order to get to that point, a writer must
persuade the reader to engage in the second
kind of relationship, a commercial one, and part
with some money to acquire the book or books
containing that author’s work.

To draw the analogy closer, it is as though,
when we fall in love with someone, we also had
to persuade them to hand over some money at
some point.

Tangling commerce with matters of the heart
is difficult in any circumstance - and this is
precisely the problem the writer faces in
endeavouring to sell his or her books.

To get the reader to fall in love, we must
engage in ‘selling’.
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Short of some kind of perverse mind control
or hypnosis, there is no way to do this other
than to act as though the writer is wooing the
reader.

Just as with romance, the relationship
between writer and reader usually begins with
finding something in common - some kind of
common interest or passion, probably in this
case defined as a preferred genre or kind of
story.

We have talked earlier about finding out
more about an individual’s personal life,
preferences, tastes, foibles, habits and so on.
This can be applied to readers too: listing things
that one likes or admires about prospective
readers gets the affinity to grow. At this point of
course, as is sometimes the case in romance, the
relationship is one-sided: one might admire
another but the other doesn’t necessarily return
the flow. Readers, in fact, are at this stage
unaware of the existence of the writer, but have
only their personal preferences and tastes
visible.
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https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com

Clarendon House Publications 10 July 2026

Pursuing a reader is therefore much like What Facebook and others are trying to do with
pursuing a partner: one must strive to find those their algorithms is precisely this tracking. What's
things which are important to the reader, align needed to make it all work, though, is human
with them, authentically agree with them, and authenticity. A person will not fall in love with an
earn that reader’s trust by responding algorithmic pattern, but only with another
accordingly to any sign of affinity coming back. person; a reader will not become a fan of
Once a reader contacts a writer’s material and anything other than the underlying truth which
loves it, all of these “treasure trail points’ fall an algorithm reveals.
away: a fan doesn’t any longer mind what a Once a reader becomes a fan, the separate
book’s cover looks like, or how a blurb reads - attributes through which that was brought into
they want what that writer has to offer however being melt away.
it is packaged.

So growing affinity between a writer and For more on this and why it works, get my
reader is largely a matter of cultivation. Readers free e-book

have habits, qualities, characteristics, concerns,
routines. These can be tracked and paralleled.
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'I'm reading through How Stories Really Work. I've studied
writing books for years but I've never seen anything like this! This
book is REVOLUTIONARY. Everything is made so simple and
precise that other methods of writing seem clumsy by
comparison. It's not just a way of writing, but a way of seeing.'

-A. P. (Author)
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Another_e_xc’ g novella from the pen of
acclaimed author Alexander Marshall.
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A new space fant novella, based on
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, from
acclaimed author Alexander Marshall.

[
The planet Belth, bombarded millennia ago
by crimson rays which affected the biological
codes of its creatures, is similar to Earth in
many respects. Its dominant species is
basically humanoid in shape, though mag
biological functions are different. Civilisations
h&e risen and fallen among the floating
continents over the ages.
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Warrior is Belth’s mightiest hero. The ¢
Commander of Belthian forces, Dasar the
Dark Clpak is failing in an attempt to def@nd
the planet from twin indfirsions. Leading the
defence are the Red Warrior and his female
battle-companion Firebrand. They savagely
defeat both invasions.

But when Tarsna and his cox&anion have a
sinister encounter after the battle, the
machinations of'the story become more
complex...

Make your selection from Amazon
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Make your selection from Amazon
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CLARENDON HOUSE
PUBLICATIONS

Over seven years
Clarendon House Publi
home here on the ed

i Since then, I have published almost
CLAR E N D O N H 0 U S E hig ality items - books, magazine
| fcou odules - and helped hundreds
DU B L | CAT ‘ 0 N s | of authors and poets achieve

ation, some for the first time.

uthors have had individual
ctions produced through
these have had several
ed and have gone on to
eers for themselves a
write

Over
novels or

Professional
'| Professi Author Course
| helped writers understand exactly
| it is they are doing and how they ar
ing it - and boosted their confidence

to do more of it.

Many Clarendon House writing tools
ave been released for free download,
|| fully illustrated, in order to assist writers
|| create real careers for themselves.
|

'| Now, here collected for the first time for
|| your convenience, are all those
|| publications with links to take yo
| wherever you need to go to ag
them. They make g

yourself

Please email me if you
questions or f
grant@clarendonhousebd

Here’s to many more publig
many more years helping
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